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To ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME;

WHEREAS. there was passed at the Second Called Session of tha
Forty-Second Legislature House Bill Number 22, being "An ACT providing for the
allocation of the occupation taxes levied and ecollected under Chapter 88,Acta
of the ad Called Sesaion, 4lst. Legislature and Chapter 98,Acts of the Regular
8ession, 424 Legislature; providing the mammer of distribution; providing that
such monies that are transferred to the counties shall be taken into conaidere
ation in fixing the tax rats of such counties, and declaring an emergency;"™ and,
_ WHEREAS, said bill has been vetoed for certain reasons stated and
on file in the office of the Secretary of State, among which reasons are the

following:

NOW THEREFORE, KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, THAT I, R.S8.
Sterling, Governof the State of Texas, under and by virtue of the authority
vested in me by the Comstutition and laws of this State, bave vetoed said bill

for the reasons state

gnd on file, and do hereby proelaim such action to have
been taken, :

IN TESTIMONY WHERECF I have hereunto

5 signed my name officially and caused the

,8eal of State to be impressed hereon at
A Dy Tezxas, this the 2lst.day of Oc-




Executive Office
October 21,1031,

The subject matter of House BIill No.22, known as.the Brooks Bill
'wed not gubmitted by me to the Leglslature for its consideration or age
“ion at the Seaond Called Seséiou of the Legislature, ‘ .

The purposs of the BILL s to afford relisf to Counties ang Road
 Diatriests on their road bonded indebtedrasa, the proceeds of which were
used on the sonstruction of roada which kave become a part of the State
Highway Sygtem, by taking from the State Highway Fund a sum of about Six
Milliens of dollars. Under the terms of the Bill and the existing situ-
ation - this relier rouli«not reach the Counties or tax-payers until time
for payment of thelr taxes In January,i938. The Bil1 provides that begin-
ning January 1,1932, the proceade of one cent on the four cents gamoline
tax ahall be set agide in a z_zpense fund as the same is collected monthly.
The proceeds of one ¢ent of the gaaoline tax is approximately $800,000,00
per month; comsaguently, 1t would require ten months from the firet of Jan-
uary next, 'if not more, to aceumulats the aﬁ of $6,000,000,00. In #he mean-
time the tax rate ig fixed by the cmiuicnera' Oourts in July or August
and,as stated before, the tax bayers would not get the relief until they
come to pay their taxes in January, 1933,

This Bill, if approved,would take from g live and active fund the
stated amount of about Six Millions of dollars, which,if left to the Highway
Fund, would afford employment to hundreds op thousands of persons, and to be
uuod in the purchase of cement, sand, gravel, lumber and other comoditiea.and
would place such sum in a dead fund to be locked up in the Treasury u.ntil
the same 1sg applied in the reduction of County and Road Distriet Bonds in
1933, COnsequently,I‘ cannot ‘see that thisvin any respect can be ‘said to be
a relief measure to“]l:he people during the "present depression.™

The Legislature declined, to 1evy”an additional one cént gasoline
tax to provide funds to be oreated under the Bill. If such additional gago-
line tax had been levied by the Legislature a different situation would have
been presented to me in arriving at my conclusions -as to what my action sholld
be on this Bill.

I have consistently for yeafra.and in my campaign for Governor,advo-
cated the éubmiaaion of a constitutional emendment to the people of Texas for

their adoption ofrejection which would have provided for the issuance of
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State bonds, payable-ont of a gagoline tax, to raise funds to z-eiiovo 0

tles and Road Distriscts of their road tax for all sums expended .by‘ Counties
or Road Districths in the construction of State highwaya,and the provisionds
of this ﬁill are inconmsistent with the position whieh I have uniformly and
oonsistently taken.

T am advised by the Highway Commlssion that it has outstanding more
than tyenty million dollars orl consractual obligations for highwa& construction;
of course, no act which would interfore with prompt payment of State liabili-
tles would be constituiional. Thgee million dqllara of the State ‘Highway Fund
hasg, by Act of the Legislature, been set apide to purchase State and Pension
warraﬁts for the account of the Btate Highway Fund; if an additienal sum of
approximétely six million dellars is taken from the Highway Fund (not to be
replaced) it is doubtful if any additional construction can be let by the De-

* partment until woll into the year 1932,
I do not think it necessary to consider any further objections to

thig Bill, which is hereby vatoode

orpor of Texas,
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